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Curriculum Alignment: Language
In October 2014, a group of Ohio Aspire teachers participated in unpacking the ABE/ASE Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy and Mathematics, identifying the priority benchmarks, and writing lesson plans for the Ohio Aspire classroom focusing on those priority benchmarks. A priority benchmark is a benchmark that is deemed “absolutely essential for student success.” (Ainsworth, 2004). Identifying priority benchmarks does not eliminate benchmarks instead it distinguishes the need to know from the nice to know. The group determined priority benchmarks using the following U.S. Department of Education, Office of Vocational and Adult Education (2009) criteria:
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Reference:
Ainsworth, Larry. (2004). Power Standards: Identifying the Standards that Matter the Most. Englewood, CO.
U.S. Department of Education, Office of Vocational and Adult Education, (2009). Standards-in-Action: Innovations for Standards-
Based Education. Washington, D.C.
The following table includes the priority benchmarks and Ohio Aspire lesson plan titles that feature these priority benchmarks. Either click on the lesson plan title or visit the Teacher Resource Center to download the lesson plan!

	Priority benchmarks
	Ohio Aspire lesson plan titles

	L.1.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Print all upper- and lowercase letters. 

b. Use common, proper, and possessive nouns. 

c. Use singular and plural nouns with matching verbs in basic sentences (e.g., He hops; We hop). 

d. Use personal, possessive, and indefinite pronouns (e.g., I, me, my; they, them, their; anyone, everything). 

e. Use verbs to convey a sense of past, present, and future (e.g., Yesterday I walked home; Today I walk home; Tomorrow I will walk home).

f. Use frequently occurring adjectives. 

g. Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs. 

h. Use frequently occurring conjunctions (e.g., and, but, or, so, because). 

i. Use determiners (e.g., articles, demonstratives). 

j. Use frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., during, beyond, toward). 

k. Understand and use question words (interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how). 

l. Produce and expand complete simple and compound declarative, interrogative, imperative, and exclamatory sentences in response to prompts. (L.K.1 and 1.1 merge)
	FANBOYS - Conjunctions Keep It All Together

	L.1.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Capitalize the first word in a sentence and the pronoun I. 

b. Capitalize dates and names of people. 

c. Recognize and name end punctuation. 

d. Use end punctuation for sentences. 

e. Use commas in dates and to separate single words in a series. 

f. Write a letter or letters for most consonant and short-vowel sounds (phonemes). 

g. Spell simple words phonetically, drawing on knowledge of sound-letter relationships. 

h. Use conventional spelling for words with common spelling patterns and for frequently occurring irregular words.

i. Spell untaught words phonetically, drawing on phonemic awareness and spelling conventions. 
	Editing - Capitalization and End Punctuation

	L.2.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Use collective nouns (e.g., group). 

b. Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs in general and their functions in particular sentences. 

c. Form and use regular and irregular plural nouns. 

d. Use reflexive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves). 

e. Form and use the past tense of frequently occurring irregular verbs (e.g., sat, hid, told). 

f. Use abstract nouns (e.g., childhood). 

g. Form and use regular and irregular verbs. 

h. Form and use the simple (e.g., I walked; I walk; I will walk) verb tenses. 

i. Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement. 

j. Form and use comparative and superlative adjectives and adverbs, and choose between them depending on what is to be modified. 

k. Use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions. 

l. Produce simple, compound, and complex sentences. 

m. Produce, expand, and rearrange complete simple and compound sentences (e.g., The boy watched the movie; The little boy watched the movie; The action movie was watched by the little boy). (L.2.1 and 3.1 merge)
	Simple, Compound, Complex Sentences



	L.2.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Capitalize holidays, product names, and geographic names. 

b. Capitalize appropriate words in titles. 

c. Use commas in greetings and closings of letters. 

d. Use commas in addresses. 

e. Use commas and quotation marks in dialogue. 

f. Use an apostrophe to form contractions and frequently occurring possessives. 

g. Form and use possessives. 

h. Use conventional spelling for high-frequency and other studied words and for adding suffixes to base words (e.g., sitting, smiled, cries, happiness). 

i. Generalize learned spelling patterns when writing words (e.g., cage → badge; boy → boil). 

j. Use spelling patterns and generalizations (e.g., word families, position-based spellings, syllable patterns, ending rules, meaningful word parts) in writing words. 

k. Consult reference materials, including beginning dictionaries, as needed to check and correct spellings. (L.2.2 and 3.2 merge)
	Writing a Friendly Letter


	L.2.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases, choosing flexibly from an array of strategies. 

a. Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

b. Determine the meaning of the new word formed when a known prefix is added to a known word (e.g., happy/unhappy, tell/retell). 

c. Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word with the same root (e.g., addition, additional). 

d. Use knowledge of the meaning of individual words to predict the meaning of compound words (e.g., birdhouse, lighthouse, housefly; bookshelf, notebook, bookmark). 

e. Use glossaries and beginning dictionaries, both print and digital, to determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases. (L.2.4) 
	

	L.2.6. Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using adjectives and adverbs to describe (e.g., When other people are happy that makes me happy). (L.2.6) 
	Spicing Things Up with Adjectives & Adverbs


	L.3.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Explain the function of conjunctions, prepositions, and interjections in general and their function in particular sentences. 

b. Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs (where, when, why). 

c. Form and use the progressive (e.g., I was walking; I am walking; I will be walking) verb tenses. 

d. Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions.

e. Form and use the perfect (e.g., I had walked; I have walked; I will have walked) verb tenses. 

f. Use verb tense to convey various times, sequences, states, and conditions. 

g. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb tense. 

h. Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag rather than a red small bag). 

i. Form and use prepositional phrases. 

j. Use correlative conjunctions (e.g., either/or, neither/nor). 

k. Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-ons. 

l. Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their). (L.4.1 and 5.1 merge)
	Common Writing Mistakes – Fragments & Run-ons

	L.3.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, restatements, cause/effect relationships and comparisons in text) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., telegraph, autograph, photograph, photosynthesis). 

c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases. (L.4.4 and 5.4 merge) 
	Getting A Driver’s License


	L.3.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

a. Interpret figurative language, including similes and metaphors, in context. 

b. Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs. 

c. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonyms, antonyms, homographs) to better understand each of the words. (L.5.5) 
	Idioms, Similes, and Metaphors
A Rose is a Rose

	L.4.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

a. Vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/listener interest, and style. 

b. Maintain consistency in style and tone. 

c. Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing and eliminating wordiness and redundancy. (L.6.3 and 7.3 merge) 
	Writing Style
Poetry as Oral Performance


	L.4.5. Acquire and use accurately level-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. (L.8.6) 
	Acid in the Water

	L.5.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Use parallel structure. 

b. Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or presentations. (L.9-10.1) 
	Parallel Structure
Begin With a Plan of Attack

	L.5.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely related independent clauses. 

b. Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation. 

c. Spell correctly. (L.9-10.2) 
	Semicolons & Colons

	L.6.1. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

b. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable). 

c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology or its standard usage.

d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). (L.11-12.4)
	Find That Clue!

	L.6.2. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. (L.11-12.6) 
	College Survival Vocabulary Bingo



The benchmark qualifies as an important life skill; the knowledge and skills embedded in the benchmark have lasting value to a student beyond a single test date or completion of the course.


Example: N.4.12. Use proportional relationships to solve multistep ratio and percent problems. Examples: simple interest, tax, markups and markdowns, gratuities and commissions, fees, percent increase and decrease, percent error. (7.RP.3) [Also see 7.G.1 and G.MG.2]





Endurance





The benchmark is applicable to other disciplines and content areas.


Example: R.2.5. Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect. (RI.3.3)





Leverage





The benchmark prepares a student for the next level of study in the content area, a benchmark required for the next level of instruction.


Example: A.1.2. Apply properties of operations as strategies to add and subtract. Examples: If 8 + 3 = 11 is known, then 3 + 8 = 11 is also known. (Commutative property of addition.) To add 2 + 6 + 4, the second two numbers can be added to make a ten, so 2 + 6 + 4 = 2 + 10 = 12. (Associative property of addition.). (1.OA.3)





Readiness





Cumulative power





The benchmark includes or incorporates other benchmarks.


Example: W.4.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
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