
Program Name

Staff Responsible for Lesson

ElCivics Lesson Plan

Lakewood ABLE I

Suzy Pamell and Ann Bush

Date(s) Used Week of Morch zrh,2o1O

Civics Category U. 5. H istory ond G ov ernment / Crtizensh i p Prep.

Civics Obiective Government ond Low

Time Frame to Complete
Lesson

Approx. t- 2 hours

EF'LG) All  levels

Standard(s) / Components
of Petformance

. Listen octively
. Speqk so others con understond

. Reod with understonding
o Convey ideos in writinq

Benchmatk(s) L 2 . t , L 2 . 3 ,  L  3 . 3 ,  L 3 . 4 , L 4 . 1  L 4 . 3 , L 5 . 1  S  2 . 2 ,
s  3 .4 ,  S  4 .1  S  5 .1  55 .4 ,  R 1 .6 ,  P ,2 .2 ,p .2 .6 ,  R 3 .1 ,

R 3.3 R 4.4 R 5.2 R 5.3,  R 6.4
w t.t ,  w 1.5, w 2.4 w ?.6 w. 3.3 w 3.5 W 3.6,

w.4 . tw 4 .2  w 5 .5 ,  W65
Materials Highlighters for student use.

Access to-or hord copy of literoture from
"About.com: US Government fnfo"
(www.usgovinfo.obout.com) -ottoched.

Access to-or hord copy of literqture from
"Census Foct 5heet":
(www.census.govlprod/2000pubs/cf f -4pdf .)
-qttoched.

Vocobu lqry worksheet, -qttoched



Activities

4.

As o whole group, orolly reod ond discuss the
U.S. Gov ernment inf ormoti onl Jit erature
sheets obout the decenniql census. Tf
students hqve occess to computer/internet,
they con util ize the websites for reoding ond
study.
While reading, hqve students highlight
unfomilior vocobulory. Discuss words ond
concepts os they opply.
Distribute vocobulqry worksheet. Review
terms by locoting eoch vocqbulory word with
corresponding possoges in the reoding
moteriol .  Al low t ime for discussion,
questions, ond qnswers.

Proctice comprehension of the new words in
the "using census vocqbulory" portion of the
worksheet. Students moy work individuolly
or in smoll  groups.
Check/review onswers.

Assessment/
Evidence

Use the "whot you leorned" portion of the
worksheet to ossess evidence of
understonding. Students should be oble to
formulote multiple responses obout the
informotion they goined through the
octivities.
As o follow up, o guest speaker f rom the locol
U.5. Census Burequ visited our clqssroom.
This representotive provided more detoiled
informqtion qs well qs qnswered more
complex guestions thot students hqd on the
topic of the census.



Census Vocabulary

Campaign an organized plan to reach a goal

Questionnaires a list of questions submitted to gather information

population the total number of people living in a certain place

Door-to-door continuing to go from the door of one house to the next

Face-to-face two people looking directly at each other I

Apportionments fairy dividing the 435 seats in congress based on population

Response an answer or rePlY

Decennial occurring every l0 Years

Reluctant unwilling

Dense thick

Sparse thin

Using Census VocabularY

l. lf your community's economy is hurting, a 100 percent census

can help it recover.

2. The 20l0 census form will ask onlY l0 questions'

3. The t i t le of the 2010 census
You."

is "lt 's About

4. A state with Population does not get many seats ln

Congress.

5. Many peoPle maY be to participate in the

censusif thev are not cit izens or are i l legal immigrants"

6. If vou do not mail back your census questionnaire, a U's census worker will

visit  you at home and talk with You
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a6lilon qurrtlotr?
Go to www.census.gov
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Census Fact Sheet
Whet 13 th. U.3. conrur?

Every lO years, the government reports the number of people who live in the United States
by conduct ing a count  ca l led the census.  This count  is  requi red by the U.S.  Const i tu t ion.

Why lr thc U.S. c.n3u3 count n.c.33.?t/?

Census data are used to determine the number of representatives your state receives in the
U.S.  Congress,  as wel l  as your  county 's  representat ion in  the state legis lature.  Government
agencies use the data to make funding decis ions for  more than $3OO bi l l ion each year ,  inc luding:
:::::::::: Tit le I allocations

::ttttttt! College grant and loan programs

ii,:, i : ir Public transportation

,  t i ,  Road and communi ty  improvements
:::::::::: Public health services and hospitals
:::::::::: Neighborhood improvements

t i : : : : l l , '  SeniOrSerViCeS

How ls thc 2OlO Gcnrut teken?

l : : :r : : : ,  Census questionnaires are given to everyone l iving in the United Stales, Puerto Rico, Guam, American
Samoa,  the  Commonweal th  o f  the  Nor thern  Mar iana ls lands ,  and the  U.S.  V i rg in  l s lands .

t: : : : : : : :  The information is col lected in two ways: by a questionnaire, which is sent to every home, and through
conf ident ia l i t y -bound census  workers  who t rave l  door - to -door .

Who rhould be countod?

Everyone! All babies, children, and adults who live in a household should be counted, regardless of
nationality, cit izenship status, race, age, or gender.

Why ete 3omc paopl. reluctant to be countcd?

The U.S. Census Bureau believes these are the most common deterrents to census participation:
irrlr ' j  Privacy: Some people are reluctant to give the government personal information.
':::::::::):: '  Confidentiality: Some people worry that the information they provide could be used against

them. However, census information is completely confidential. lt is never shared with other
government  agencies,  inc luding the lRS, any of f ice of  immigrat ion,  or  the FBl .  Shar ing census data
is a federal offense.

' jr: lr lr, lmmigration and cit izenship concerns: People may not want to draw attention to themselves.
However, everyone should be counted in the census.

J i i . r t r l t j : \ :  i l l , l r : Y i

Lensus
2#f*
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Mqn: US Govemmenilnfo
The 2010 US Census
Now Counting 300 Mil l ion People
By Robert Longley, About.com Guide

Feb 14 2010
Between March and July 2O10, the U.S. Census Bureaur wi l l ,  as requlred by the Const i tut ion,
attempt to count every one of the more than 3OO mil l ion people l iv ing -  legal ly or not -  in the
United states. How wi l l  the 2010 census work and why is i t  important to you?

9ensus 2O1O: So lrluch Jrlore than a Head Countz
Besides determinino how many seats -  votes -  your state gets3 in the U,S. House of
Representat ives4, the 2010 census wi l l  go a long way toward deciding how much of over g40O
bi l l ion a year in federal  funding wi l l  go to your state and community.  History has shown that states
with low census response rates suffer f inancial ly for vearss after the census. I f  your community 's
economy is hurt ing, a 1OO percent census response can help i t  recover. US Popu la t ion  Tops  300 Mi l l ion

M ark W i l*n/G.tty Im ages

_201O Census Ouest ions6
From i ts 2000 effort ,  the Census Bureau learned that people simply hated the long, booklet form, quest ionnaire that posed
page-after-page of quest ions that got just a l i t t le too personal,  thank you. As a result ,  the 2010 census form wi l l  ask only 10
quest ionsT, which the Census Bureau says you can answer in 10 minutes,

US Census: Thc Cost of Not Bolno Countcd!
An est imated 3.4 mi l l ion people went uncounted In the 2000 census. As a result ,  studles have shown that 13 states and the
Distr ict  of  Columbia wi l l  lose a total  of  34,1 bi l l ion in federal  fundinge between the years 2OO2-2OLZ. With i ts huge populat ion
of i l legal immigrants, who tend to go uncounted, Cal i fornia alone is losing over 91.5 bi l l ion in federal  funding, or about g2,
869 per uncounted person.

s r 0
Whether you cal l  them "undocumented al iens" or " i l legal al iens," they are non-ci t izens - over 12 mi l l ion of them -- l iv ing and
often working in the United States, and they are counted in the decennial  U.S. census. Should thev belr?

What do Ccnsus Takcrs Do? Door-to-Door and Face-to-Feccl2
If  you do not f i l l  out and mai l  back your 2O10 census quest ionnaire, there ls a good chance a U.S. census worker -  a census
taker -  wi l l  v is i t  you at home and/or cal l  you on the phone. Even though al l  they want is your ten answers to their  ten
quest ions, the census takers have one hard jobr3.

How to ldentifv a Real U.S. Ccnsus Taksrl.
Unfortunately,  somebody i l legal ly posing as a U.S. census workert t  may come to your house, cal l  you on the phone or send
you emai l  asking quest ions real census workers are str ict ly forbidden from asking, l ike "May I  come in,"  or "What is your
Social  Securi ty number?" Of course, al l  these scammers are try ing to do is steal your ident i ty.  Fortunately,  there are several
ways you can conf irm the census taker 's ident i ty l6.

fipAggtionment and the CensuslT
Apport ionment is the process of fair ly div iding the 435 seats in the U.S. House of Representat ivesls among the 50 states
based on populat ion counts from the decennial  U.S. census.

This About.com page has been optlmlzcd lbr print. To view this pagc in its originat lbrm, plca* visit:
htto: //usoovinfo.about.com/od/censusandstatistics/a/20 llcensushub.htm
@2010 About.com, Inc., a part of rhe New york fimcs comoanv. Alt rights rcservcd.

http://usgor info.ebout.com/od/censuse14ltrtisths/n/2Ol0censushub.htmlp=l f 212612010


