
FY2011 EL Civics Lesson Plan 

Program Name   Canton City Schools ABLE 
 
Staff Responsible for Lesson  Michelle Pittinger 
 
Date(s) Used 5/11/11 
Civics Category Rights and Responsibilities 
Civics Objective 
 

III.6. Community Resources-Citizenship 
Preparation Locate practice materials for 
naturalization testing 

Time Frame to Complete 
Lesson 

45-60 minutes 

EFL(s) NRS level 3 and 4 
Standard(s) 
 

Reading:  Monitor comprehension and adjust 
reading strategies; Analyze the information and 
reflect on its underlying meaning; Integrate it (i.e., 
new information) with prior knowledge to address 
the reading purpose. 
Speaking: Determine the purpose for 
communicating; Pay attention to conventions of oral 
English communication; Use multiple strategies to 
monitor the effectiveness of the communication. 

Benchmark(s) 
 

R3.4 Seek clarification by looking back to text or 
reading on; R3.6 Complete a task; R4.4 Seek 
clarification by asking and answering questions; 
R4.5 Draw conclusions (from sentences using 
sequence of events or description). 
S3.4 Use an increasing vocabulary for everyday 
situations; S3.5 Use rephrasing to enhance 
communication; S4.1 Participate in conversations on 
familiar topics; S4.5 Repeat, rephrase, or use 
circumlocution to ensure listeners understand. 

Materials 
 

Handouts: 27a/27b (p.82-83) from “The Uncle Sam 
Activity Book: Language Development Handouts to 
Teach U.S. History and Government ” by Carolyn 
Bohlman and Catherine Porter, notebooks   
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Activities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Review The Bill of Rights (Amendments 1-10) 
from previous class and elicit some examples 
of basic rights guaranteed by the 
Constitution from the students (e.g. freedom 
of speech, freedom of religion, etc.)   

2. Pass out the Handouts 27a (Bill of Rights) 
and 27b (the situational examples). 

3. Explain that Ss will read each of the eight 
examples in 27b and decide which of the Ten 
Amendments in 27a applies to the situation 
described in each example. 

4. Model the first example in 27b by having a 
Ss read it aloud and ask the group to look at 
27a to find which amendment would apply to 
the situation and give a reason why it would. 

5. Have Ss work together in pairs or small 
groups to discuss the rest of the examples 
and decide which amendment applies to each 
situation,  advising that some amendments 
may be used more than once.  

6. After the activity, follow up with a 
discussion about which of the situations 
should not have happened because of rights 
protected by the Bill of Rights (e.g., police 
searching an apartment without permission) 

7. For further discussion, ask Ss to discuss and 
compare any similarities/differences they 
see between basic rights or violations of 
those rights in their native countries and the 
Bill of Rights in the U.S., using the examples 
in the activity to help identify the rights.        

Assessment/ 
Evidence 
 
 

Ss will be able to identify and discuss the basic 
rights guaranteed by the Bill of Rights using 
practical situations and correct applications of the 
Bill of Rights to those situations.   

Reflection Students readily participated in this activity. They 
were able to give examples of basic rights from the 
Bill of Rights (freedom of speech, religion, etc.) 
from previous classroom work. They were also able 
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to work in pairs/small group to decide which of the 
rights applied to the situations described in the 
activity.  The follow up discussion was interesting 
as the students discussed their experiences with 
basic rights in the U.S. and their native countries.   
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